Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 9 September 2013 in the Hall for All, Weston Longville

PRESENT:


Peter Ross (Chairman), Ruth Goodall, Mollie Parkinson, John Staveley, Leah Woodhouse
Other attendance: Sonya Garland (Clerk), Councillor Joyce (County Councillor), Councillor Woodbridge (District Councillor).
	1
	To receive and accept apologies for absence

	
	Apologies had been received from Anthony Thomas. Ruth Goodall advised she would need to leave at 8.45pm.


	2
	To receive Members’ Declarations of interests for meeting tonight:

	
	No interests were declared.



	3
	To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 July 2013

	
	The minutes were agreed as factually correct and signed by the Chairman.



	4
	Co-option of new Parish Councillor



	4.1
	One application had been received from Claire Morton.  Councillors AGREED to co-opt Ms Morton onto the parish council.  



	5
	To receive information on matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda



	5.
	 No matters were arising.



	6
	To receive a report from the Police Community Support Officer



	6.1


	31 calls had been made to the control room of which 3 crimes were reported – 2x theft and one possession of an indecent photograph.  2 RTAs had been reported during the period.



	7
	Protocol for decision making between Parish Council Meetings 



	
	The Chairman advised that during a recent email planning application discussion one councilor’s email had been forwarded to a third party without permission.  Therefore a protocol for discussion planning applications would be implemented.  It was AGREED that, due to time constraints, planning applications would still be discussed and decided by email between councilors but that emails should not be forwarded to third parties without the originators permission. 

The process regarding planning applications and timelines was clarified. The clerk would email councilors with planning applications giving a date to respond by; after this date there would be a three day period in which councilors would vote. This would need to be completed within Broadlands allocated timescale. Nil responses would be considered as “no objections”.  This was AGREED.  

Consideration would be given outside the meeting as to other ways to improve the process, such as a councilor visiting neighbours of any proposed application to discuss views.  


	8
	BM Wind Turbines on the Airfield - issues and update



	
	The Chairman gave a comprehensive update on the background and issues around the wind turbines on the airfield.  He noted that the wind turbines would be going ahead despite opposition from the Parish and District councils as well as our local District and County councilors and MP.  The parish council was now focused on ensuring that the interests and well being of residents were adequately represented in the discharge of the planning conditions.   Legal advice had been taken and residents had been recommended to take out before the event insurance. This would pay legal fees if there was a dispute over nuisance from the wind turbines which could not be satisfactorily resolved by Broadland DC.  Twenty properties in the village had now taken this insurance out. 

The most likely issues to affect local residents were as follows:-

Noise- this was still an outstanding issue. Noise data for the new proposed turbines had not yet been submitted by the developer but early indications were that the new turbines would be louder than those in the original proposal and could breach the noise limits set by the Inspector.

Electromagnetic interference of TV –where homes are in the transmission shadow their TVs could be affected.    This condition has been discharged by Broadland and the developer has declined to give any further assurances as to remedies or the modeling work they carried out. 

Aviation issues (Air safety and Air Defence).  It was noted that the Ministry of Defence had replied to our MP that if the application was resubmitted today the MOD would consider objecting to it.  Norwich airport had not objected to the proposals although it would impact the airport’s development  and so it had to be accepted that the turbines would not affect air safety. Conditions had already been discharged by Broadland.

Shadow flicker – this had been recognised as being a highly distressing effect.

Cllr Simon Woodbridge had been invited to the meeting to explain the way ahead with Shadow flicker mitigation.  It was unacceptable that he had been misled by Broadland’s Head of Planning into returning delegated powers on the understanding that the developer would deal with this effect proactively so that no one would suffer shadow flicker. That same day the Head of Planning discharged this condition on a totally different and reactive scheme which meant that residents would be subjected to this effect.  This action prevented residents getting the condition called in for a decision by their elected members on Broadland’s Planning Committee.  

Mr Woodbridge confirmed that he had sought assurance from the Head of Planning, Phil Courtier, that a system would be in place to prevent shadow flicker.  He had spoken with Mr Courtier again and had been advised that the developer would install a shadow flicker management device when the turbine was being constructed.  However it had later transpired that the developers had not changed their original reactive submission and would not switch the device on automatically from day one as the Head of Planning has assumed.  Shadow flicker would have to be experienced by residents so that the impact could be assessed at each affected location before any remedy was considered. This was for financial reasons, so that the turbines would be kept operating to the maximum possible extent He acknowledged that There was no upper limit stated in the conditions as to the number of times residents would have to suffer shadow flicker before action was taken; it was just stated that reports would have to be made for at least five further days on which the effect was experienced once it had been initially reported. 

Councilors considered that the interests of local residents had not been looked after well in this matter. Mr Woodbridge offered to invite an Enforcement Officer to a future meeting.   Mr Woodbridge confirmed that if a breach of conditions was witnessed he would be very happy to take the matter up with the Planning Committee.  He would meet with the Head of Planning once the noise data had been received and ensure that he was not misled again by sighting all the relevant documentation and involving parish council members before taking any action.

The Chair said the developers had informed him that turbines would arrive from mid January 2014 and be erected as soon as possible thereafter.  In the meantime a meeting would be held on 26 September between the developers and JS and PR principally to discuss how shadow flicker remedies would work in practice but also to establish a working relationship with them so that issues could be resolved as soon as possible.   Councillors AGREED to email PR if they had any other issues they would like raised at this meeting.

	
	

	9
	Highways issues



	9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4
	a) To receive an update (John Staveley) 
JS advised that he had checked with NCC regarding gritting and they had confirmed that there had been no change.  He would write and suggest that they need to reconsider route.

Highways had advised that the white lines in the middle of road on Wood Lane would be repainted. 

A discussion was held around the school bus which parked in Post Office Lane each day – concerns were raised regarding the potential of an accident at the site.  LW would check regulations around whether vehicles were allowed to overtake a school bus and who was responsible for the bus.  She AGREED to copy County Councillor Joyce into the correspondence. 

The speed sign which would be shared amongst five parishes had now been purchased. 



	
	b) To consider tasks for the next Highway Rangers visit (Clerk)

· Carry out trimming at Woodyard corner (junction of Honingham Road / Ringland Lane) as it was over grown with nettles;
· Carry out tidying at the triangle of the junction on the Lyng Easthaugh road / Weston Hall road junction;

· Make repairs to verges and tidy grass through the centre of the village.
· Carry out trimming from the grass bank outside the Parson Woodforde and Hall for All, right down to visibility sign.


· Visibility on Wood Lane restricted – needs regular trimming as grown tall – can’t see clearly until have committed to pulling out. JS AGREED to ask Highways about covering in bark. 


	10
	Village Hall and Play area 

	10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4
	a) Update (Ruth Goodall)

RG reported that the contract with Norse had been changed, and they would now cut the play area  - a significant improvement had been seen.

Bookings for the hall were good. 

The Tour de Broads had been held on 8 September; this had been very successful with around 1000 people attending. 

Broadland District Council would present the environmental award for winning the non-residential category on 10 September



	11
	Greener Weston


	
	a) To receive an update (Anthony Thomas) 


No update was available.


	12
	To consider Planning issues:


	
	a) Planning Applications/Enforcement (Clerk) 


	12.1
	Planning application 20131083 (Weston Park) was discussed. 

After discussion, councillors AGREED to object to the application on the grounds that the continued noise nuisance for residents and the fact that no remedies to address this by means of sound proofing had been implemented over more than 5 years of temporary planning permission.



	13
	To note correspondence/items actioned since last meeting (Clerk)

The list was circulated and noted.



	14
	To receive correspondence and agree action/response (Clerk)



	
	No additional correspondence had been received. 



	15
	Financial matters

The revised accounts for 2013/2014 were noted.

The following payments were AGREED:-

· Great Witchingham playgroup £30

· Annual insurance £243.80

· Memorial wreath £25
· Clerks expenses  £10.20

The Chairman noted that the parish councils share of the Parish partnership speed sign would cost- £305.00 – councilors AGREED pay this when the invoice was received.



	16
	The Rural Services Network and their Fair Shares Campaign



	
	To be moved to the November agenda



	17
	Any Other Business



	17.1
	Footpath update – NCC had replied to the parish councils letter to state that the annual budget had been reduced and only normal maintenance was being carried out. However they asked for additional details on locations in case funding became available. 



	17.2
	It was noted that vegetables had been stolen from the allotments and some rubbish had been dumped there.  



	17.3
	The speed of cars on Rectory Road was discussed; regrettably Highways had said that  nothing could be done as the national speed limit applied and it would require fatalities or serious accidents for the matter to be reconsidered. 


Meeting closed at 21.30
