Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 14th November 2011 in the Village Hall, Weston Longville

PRESENT:
Peter Ross – Chairman



Ruth Goodall 

David Gurney

John Staveley

John Wright



Jackie Orford - Clerk


1. To receive and accept apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Anthony Thomas (Vice Chairman) and Mollie Parkinson.  Apologies from Cllr James Joyce were noted.
2. To receive Members’ Declarations of interests for meeting tonight
None received.

3. To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th July 2011
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
4. To receive information on matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
Reports were received from Mollie Parkinson regarding her Seniors’ portfolio and from the Greener Weston Group.  With regard to the former the difficulties with setting up a community car service were noted.  With regard to the latter the Chairman advised that the Clerk was prepared to assist with the footpath issue.  David Gurney said that the matter had been considered previously with a number of landowners but was not an easy one to resolve.  

5. To receive a report from the Police Community Support Officer - PCSO Webb
PCSO Webb said that:  9 calls had been received, 1 RTC had occurred outside the dinosaur park; the next SNAP meeting was on 6th December; darker evenings create more opportunities for crime and his crime prevention advice was noted.  The Clerk agreed to see whether the new 101 non-emergency number could be advertised in the Wensum Diary. 

6. To receive a presentation from Steve Dalliston, Wensum Valley Trust
The Parish Council was grateful to receive a presentation from Steve Dalliston.  The Trust provides advice to landowners and assists with education both to school groups and adults.   There are specific projects (eg Community Owls Project) to encourage wildlife, and involve volunteers in conservation work.  David Gurney noted that most of Weston Longville parish was included in the Wensum Valley area.  Steve said that the Trust could work with individual parishes to carry out specific work (eg community cohesion days).  He confirmed he would be happy to receive information (eg from village bird counts) and was happy to lead walks in the area.


7. To approve the introduction of the Parish Council Website
The website http://weston-longville.norfolkparishes.gov.uk was approved and the Clerk agreed to email the link to parishioners.  

8. To approve the revised Model Publication Scheme
The Model Publication Scheme was approved and the Clerk agreed to make this available on the website.


9. Highways Issues
John Staveley provided an update:
a. Traffic calming – Having carried out a further survey the chicanes had failed to reduce vehicle numbers and the width restriction was still being exceeded.  Drivers were continually speeding.  Highways were scheduled to visit on the 18th November.  David Gurney asked that the County Council confirm their latest plans and timetable so that this could be further considered by the Parish Council.  Some parishioners raised concern that there now seemed to be a lack of support for the chicanes/traffic calming scheme (ie which had brought some benefits).  It was agreed that John Staveley would write to the Police and request greater enforcement.  
Mattishall roundabout - improved safety was noted.  Short cutting had been a problem but the introduction of traffic lights had assisted.  
Rectory Road - the national policy to reduce signage was noted.  
Accident statistics in the village - John Staveley said he was happy to receive information from parishioners and he would keep a record.  Wood Lane accident statistics were a concern (and didn’t seem to be reflected in PCSO Webb’s report).    
b. Highways Rangers – the next visit was during wc 5th December and it was agreed to ask them to: look at the drain just into Field Road which continually overfills; to consider soiling, seeding and improving verges through the village from Post Office Lane to Field Road.  Further suggestions should be submitted to the Clerk.  

10. Village Hall and Play area
a. Village Hall – The Parish Council congratulated Ruth Goodall and team in their application success and award of c£300,000.  Although it had been previously agreed to handover the ear-marked reserves to the Village Hall Committee at a later date it was noted that the Veolia Environmental Trust were expecting third party contributions immediately.  It was essential these contributions were paid to release the c£300,000 from the Trust.  The Veolia Environmental Trust are a company limited by guarantee, and have been operating as a charity for approximately 13 years supporting over 1000 projects to a total of £46m.  The Parish Council noted that all landfill operators work in the same way.  It was therefore agreed that the relevant agreement could be signed together with a cheque for £10,612 (payable to the Trust as the required contribution) and that the Parish Council would delegate the responsibility to Ruth Goodall to confirm when the Clerk could action this transfer.  It was hoped that works would begin in April/May 2012 with new hall completed by October 2012.    
b. Playing Field – It was suggested that there be a written agreement between the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee (VHC) setting out respective roles and responsibilities.  Ruth Goodall requested that this be deferred until the new hall was in place.  The Parish Council were advised (by JH) that as occupier they remained liable and therefore should have public liability insurance in place however the VHC could be asked to pay the premium/make a contribution each year.  

It was agreed that: 
-
The Parish Council would pay the suggested increased rental fee of £50.00 per annum and the Clerk would write to Irelands regarding the lease
-
The Parish Council should continue to pay the grass cutting fees
-
The VHC should take over responsibility for any equipment (and increase their public liability to cover the field as well).
-
The position should be formalised by way of an Agreement between the Parish Council and the VHC.
-
Ruth Goodall should draft the Agreement and the Clerk offered to assist.  The draft should be circulated via the weekly brief process.

11. To note correspondence/items actioned since last meeting
Broadland District Council
-
Ruth Goodall had attended the annual meeting for towns and parishes.  3 of the case studies discussed were ones from the parish. 
-
Standards Board – replied to survey about the abolishment of the Code of Conduct.
-
Neighbourhood planning seminar – David Gurney attended and circulated notes.  

· Wind Turbine – The Planning Inspectorate agreed to the Parish request for an extension of time for responses.  
· Queen’s diamond jubilee beacons 4th June 2012 – Anthony Thomas is happy for the Parish Council to use the beacon.

· Planning Application 20111011 Change of use of Plantation Woodland for use as paintballing site.  Objection submitted on various grounds.

· Planning Application 20111000 Construction of an Oak Framed Porch over the back door (listed building) at Church Farmhouse –no objection

· Planning Application 20111058 Raising Tie Beam in Bedroom of Church Farmhouse – no objection

· Planning Application 20111351 detached car port Rectory Road – no objection

· Heritage Crime Seminar – The Church represented the Parish Council at the event

Norfolk Association of Local Councils - Sustainability Event on 27th July at the Fitzmaurice Pavillion – Ray Baker and Sally Butler kindly represented the Parish Council and learned about sustainable heating projects.  The building at Thorpe had a complete overhaul with regard to heating methods and this may be of interest when further considering the design of the new village hall.  

Keith Simpson MP - forwarded congratulations to all those involved in obtaining the grant from the Veolia Environment Trust
Parish - Marigolds had been planted on the triangle at Weston Green.
Norfolk County Council - cemetery space survey completed.  20 spaces could be available in the Parish (as allocated in the Local Plan).  David Gurney agreed to write to Broadland District Council regard compulsory purchase opportunities.

12. To receive correspondence and agree action/response
a. Broadland District Council – The Development Plan Documents were noted (Site Allocations, Development Management and Landscape Character Assessment) and it was agreed that David Gurney’s suggested response should be forwarded to the District (regarding the WW2 airfield, and sites in Lenwade and Weston Longville).  

13. To consider Planning issues:
a. Planning Application 20111496 Change of use to residential purposes, land at Honingham Road – The draft response to the application was agreed together with one addition.  It was agreed that the Clerk would ask Cllr Woodbridge to call in the application for consideration by the Committee.  Hockering Parish Council requested to be informed of relevant planning matters.  It was agreed that the Clerk would add to the website a section on ‘finding and commenting on an application’.  
b. Planning Application 20110848 – Application for an additional 50 static caravans at Merryhill.  The item was not on the agenda.  David Gurney agreed to look at the application documents on behalf of the Parish Council.
14. To consider a report from the Clerk regarding time spent on Parish Business
Agreed to continue with remuneration for 2 hours per week but to review the position at the end of the financial year.  The Clerk was asked to submit expenses.

15. Financial matters
a. Donations - Thanks from the Church and Wensum diary were noted

b. Financial Regulations - approved

c. External audit result - noted.  The Clerk confirmed that the audit report had been displayed on the noticeboard and was available on the website.

d. Updated financial accounts for 2011-2012 - noted.

e. Payment of playing field increased rent - agreed.

f. Payment of CPRE subs - agreed

g. Village hall hire during construction of the new hall – options noted.

h. Playing field cutting contract - The Clerk reported that the existing contractor had provided an estimate that was c£100 less for the next financial year.  The other estimate was c£200 higher.  The third company approached did not want to quote.  It was agreed to approach the existing contractor to ascertain whether it included the play area and how the contract might continue during construction of the new hall (eg entering into a 6 month contract).  The Clerk agreed to liaise with Ruth Goodall regarding the timetable for construction.

i. Budget for 2012-2013 – received.  David Gurney said that it was necessary to have a longer discussion about the precept however the Clerk reported that the matter needed to be resolved as the request from Broadland District Council was expected in the next two weeks.  It was agreed to retain the existing precept of £4500 and that the additional monies should be kept in reserve and possibly used to reduce the precept the following year if finances allowed. The Parish Council requested a review of the position early in next financial year. 

16. To consider any other business
There was no other business

17. To confirm the date and venue of future meetings:
13 February 2012, Village Hall
14 May 2012, Village Hall
Jackie Orford

Mrs J Orford - Clerk to the Council

November 2011
