Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 
Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 9th May 2011 in the Village Hall, Weston Longville
PRESENT:
Peter Ross – Chairman



Anthony Thomas – Vice Chairman



Ruth Goodall 

David Gurney



Mollie Parkinson 

John Staveley



John Wright



Jackie Orford - Clerk

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence.


2. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Peter Ross was nominated as Chairman by Mollie Parkinson and the nomination was seconded by Ruth Goodall.  Anthony Thomas proposed Ruth Goodall as Chairman however Ruth confirmed that she did not want to stand again.
Anthony Thomas was nominated as Vice Chairman and the nomination was seconded by John Wright.

It was agreed that Peter Ross be appointed as Chairman and Anthony Thomas as Vice Chairman. 

3. Confirmation of entries in the Register of Members’ interests
Acceptance of Office forms were completed by all Councillors.  It was noted that Broadland District Council (BDC) required the completion of the documentation regarding the registration of financial and other interests within the next 28 days and Councillors were asked to return their forms to the Clerk as soon as possible.
            
4. Declaration of interests for meeting tonight
There were no interests declared for the meeting.  

5. Minutes of Meeting of 14th March 2011
These were agreed and signed.
6. Report from Community Support Officer PCSO Webb
PCSO Paul Webb was unable to attend meeting however the Clerk read his report confirming that: 
for the period 01.03.11 to 30.04.11 there were 5 recorded crimes (2 theft, 1 theft of a motor vehicle, 1 theft of a conveyance other than a motor vehicle, 1 burglary of a dwelling).  13 calls were made to the control room (4 theft, 1 criminal damage, 1 road related, 2 ASB, 1 malicious comms, 1 burglary, 3 others).  During a visit in April the Traffic Officer issued 2 tickets to transit type vehicles.  He attended on 2 other occasions but had not seen any HGVs.  Bonafida collectors in the area during May were noted as Clothes aid (for the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children), and Christian Aid).  The next Reepham Safer Neighbourhood Action Priority Meeting was scheduled for 8th June 2011 at 7.00 pm at Cawston Village Hall.
for the period 01.04.2010-31.03.2011 there were 28 recorded crimes compared with 24 in the previous year.  109 calls were made to the Control Room.

PCSO Webb also forwarded a reminder of the need for vigilance following a series of recent thefts and phone deceptions (regarding bank details).  The Police remind all not to release bank details nor disclose PIN numbers.

The Chairman provided details of a scam call he had received that very evening.


7. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda

a. Wheelie bin stickers – Confirmation was received that bins are BDC property and use of stickers should be avoided.  

TMA bark application (10c) - Ruth Goodall confirmed that this was essentially about moving a piece of machinery.  

Clearance of grounds by Weston Park (7c) – No further information was available.  Pedestrian safety was considered and it was noted there may be an opportunity for action if there were future discussions with Norfolk County Council (NCC) Highways regarding the proposed link road.  Issues regarding available space and retention of road width were noted.  John Wright suggested the introduction of a blanket speed limit throughout to slow traffic.  The Chairman advised that this had been requested for Rectory Road without success as NCC had stated this would be difficult to enforce and accident statistics which apparently would have to include fatalities had not suggested a need.  

Boundary Changes - old 5(d) new 8(b) – David Gurney advised that Broadland District Council had no plans to review this.  John Wright queried the possible advantages.  Ruth Goodall advised that a change could be beneficial to the Parish Council financially.  The Chairman suggested that this be re-examined in the future.    

8. Managing the work of the Council – roles and responsibilities
The Chairman thanked Ruth Goodall for her contribution during her time as Chairman and also thanked Ros Finch for continuing to lead the Greener Weston project - the need for continuing involvement from a Councillor was noted (afternote – see minute at 11a – Anthony Thomas to continue).  The Chairman said that it was important for the Parish Council to make things happen and proposed that Councillors have particular responsibilities.  He said that there was also a need for the Parish Council to review its documentation: particularly that which was required and that which was recommended.  He proposed a team building session to address management of the Parish’s work.  He requested that Councillors read the Good Councillor’s Guide and Parish Plan and talk to parishioners to ascertain what needed to be done. He suggested Parishioners re-read the Parish Plan and propose priorities.  The Clerk agreed to arrange a get together in June so that Councillors could devote time at the July meeting to hear feedback from parishioners, and make final proposals.  David Gurney said that this built on the excellent work Ruth Goodall had carried out with regard to the Parish Plan and was therefore the logical next step.  It was noted that there was scope for material to be included in the Wensum diary to encourage participation in the July meeting.  

David Gurney advised that any additional meetings might have a cost implication if the Clerk’s involvement was required and Ruth Goodall suggested that the Councillors take it in turn to deal with note taking.
9. Priorities for 2011-2012 – items outstanding from the Parish Plan

a. To consider options for action and debate: Village Website, neglected areas, affordable housing, guidelines for future development etc. 

It was agreed that this item should be carried forward to the July meeting of the Parish Council.
10. Traffic calming in Weston Longville Village

Ruth Goodall said that following the last meeting some particular issues had been raised.  Discussions had taken with Norfolk County Council (NCC) and they had erected two weight restriction signs.  David Gurney queried the position regarding village signs and NCC had agreed they would put another sign in place in Field Road.  Further suggestions were noted:  Woodforde Farm (AT), where most vehicles pass (DG), community rather than parish boundary (DG).  Ruth confirmed that NCC (Ting Liu) had been made aware of: 

· concerns regarding priorities, 

· the lack of hard edge by Post Office Lane,

· the need for more bollards, 

· the fact that traffic had started to accelerate coming out of chicanes,

· the parish’s requirement for a further traffic count 

Once NCC had the results of a safety assessment they would decide whether priority/further restriction signs were needed.  No comment had yet been received regarding bollards.  Ruth suggested that the outcome of the safety assessment should be considered and priority signs pursued if necessary.  NCC confirmed that they could not fund a further traffic survey.  Responding to a query from the public regarding lorry counts it was noted that, for example, on that day (during lunchtime) there were 6 big lorries in a half hour period.  

Further concerns were raised regarding the sign on the oak tree (too high) and the necessity for priority signs.  Ruth suggested that it might be helpful to ask NCC what they would propose to stop traffic accelerating beyond the chicanes. It was noted that prioritisation in Old Costessey (in conjunction with road humps) was deemed to be successful.   

The Chairman noted that the general view was the solution did not meet requirements.  He said that there did not appear to be a solution that satisfied all for traffic calming and traffic reduction in terms of volume and type of vehicle.  Anthony Thomas suggested that the matter be considered again in the future to see what happened – John Wright suggested it would be appropriate to review again in 6 months.  In the meantime it was agreed that John Staveley could repeat the survey (looking at types of vehicle and speed) outside his property for a period of 2 hrs in a morning and again in the afternoon (liaising to ensure data will be compatible with the previous survey/NCC data).  In the meantime the parish council would need to wait and see what the outcome of safety assessment survey was.  Ruth agreed to ask NCC for a copy.  
11.  ‘Greener Weston’ Group
a. A written update was received from Andy Williams, Countryside Officer, Norfolk County Council (NCC).  This noted that NCC faced significant budget pressures (54% reduction for public rights of way) resulting in many services being restructured. As a consequence Andy Williams had been appointed as a Trails Officer covering other areas in the county.  His work will now focus on the promotion and development of Norfolk Trails and linking rights of way.  Sarah Price (who previously covered North Norfolk) has been appointed as the Countryside Officer for Broadland and North Norfolk.   Any concerns about public rights of way in the area should be directed to Sarah Price (01603-222766/07775817900).  NCC is working on new ways of managing resources and looking at developing volunteering opportunities in partnership with Parish Councils.  Sarah Abercrombie (01603-224461) was therefore seeking information regarding countryside or environmental management volunteering activity already happening in Weston Longville, eg the service provided by tree wardens and what tasks they undertake and whether there are any other groups in the parish.   Ros Finch agreed to provide the information. The Chairman thanked her for her work with regard to the ‘Greener Weston’ initiative.  Anthony Thomas agreed to continue as the Councillor volunteer.  

12. Village Hall Project Group

a. Village Hall – Ruth Goodall confirmed that £50,000 had already been secured.  Additionally, a second attempt to acquire lottery funding had passed the first hurdle and a full bid was now required before the middle of August.  The Parish Council noted that if this bid got through other funds could be easier to access.  Ruth confirmed that a presentation would be made to Veolia on 2nd June in London (2 of the 8 bidding would go through to the final in London in July).  The Chairman congratulated Ruth on her work.  Responding to a query from the public Ruth confirmed that the expenditure on the village hall would have to come in under £200,000 (Reaching Communities limit on capital spend).  The hall could be built for this amount but spending to £300,000 could include provision of car parking, cycle racks etc.  Anthony Thomas asked whether the Parish Council should be offering financial support.  Ruth said that the village hall funds could be used additionally Veolia had been asked if they would pay expenses.  Responding to a query from the Chairman, Ruth confirmed that a maintenance element was included in the funding.
b. Play Area – planning permission had been granted and work would start late May.
13. Items received/actioned since last meeting

a. Received – Trading Standards Business Advice Fact Sheet with advice for small poultry keeping, Notification from the Greater Norwich Development Partnership on the Adoption of Joint Core Strategy, Contact details for Keith Simpson MP contact details and notification of the launch of an online communications panel, a letter about the MOD Armed Forces Day on 25.6.11 asking communities to fly an Armed Forces Day flag from a building in the area for the duration of the week before the day.  It was noted that flags could be purchased at a cost of £10/£50.  Consultation on the Future of Audit (Weston Longville would be subject to independent examination rather than a full audit), Norwich City Community Sports Foundation had issued information regarding the One Big Summer scheme to encourage volunteering activity by 15-16 year olds (the Clerk agreed to forward this to Clare Morton for onward transmission to the guides) and Broadland District Council Sportivate were offering kayaking and canoeing courses for 18-25 year olds.  Active Norfolk are promoting courses for all age groups (poster on the Notice Board), Norfolk Association of Local Councils are: seeking nominations for the Executive Committee, provided details of their Summer Seminar on 28th June and offered training for Clerks/Councillors throughout June (training cost of £35.00 or £40.00).  It was agreed that Jackie Orford could attend the Clerk’s training at the most convenient session.  The Highways Ranger Service will visit the parish during the week of 6th June.  Mollie Parkinson noted that some clearing had already been carried out.  The following were all noted as potential areas of work:  Hedge clearance, cleaning of road name signs, maintenance of triangle at site of war memorial, Woodforde Close (reseeding and soil replacing), trimming of the bank by the Parson Woodforde, maintenance of the triangle of grass at Lyng Easthaugh Road and Weston Hall Road.  It was agreed that the Clerk should confirm the following as priority - verges in village, triangle at junctions of Weston hall Road, Lyng Easthaugh Road, Parson Woodforde, and the reseeding at the end of Post Office Lane.  A response to Broadland District Council’s facilities audit had been sent confirming that the football pitch was the available sports facility.
b. Planning Application 20110367 - received regarding Weston Hall alterations and part demolition and removal of modern features with reinstatement to main hall, existing extensions and conservatory, Folly, Barn, Stables and Gym

c. Planning Ref C/5/2010/5007 – received regarding The Runway, Woodforde Farm –permission had been granted to TMA Bark for extended operating hours and receipt of green waste on Sundays/Bank holidays – it was noted that this was just to relocate one piece of equipment for another.
d. Planning Application 20110656 – received regarding Ashgrove House, Morton on the Hill proposed new gates and boundary fencing.

The appearance of a gate by the new paddock had been noted as a category ‘d’ enforcement matter and Broadland District Council would be investigating.
14. Officers’ Reports

a. Tree Wardens – Ros Finch confirmed that there was nothing to report.  Anthony Thomas confirmed that he had planted 900+ trees on land at Woodforde Farm - partly funded by winning an award in 2006.  Mollie Parkinson complimented Anthony on the success of the avenue.  John Wright said that he had this week planted 3 oak trees.  

15. Finance
David Gurney said that the budget set in November had now been overtaken by events.  He noted the possibility of Clerk’s expenses/election expenses.  The Parish Council may get a bill for £750 ish – this was being checked).  It was noted that there was approximately £1500 between the parish’s income and expenses, less a potential £300 extra for Clerk +/- election expenses.  David said it would be possible to defer a couple of potential expenditure items and the Chairman suggested that the Parish put £750 aside for possible election expenses, and allocate some for potential Clerk’s expenses.  The following items were noted:
a. Parish precept – received in part April 2011
b. Norfolk Association of Local Councils - subscription for 2011/12 £91.17 – payment agreed
c. Clerk’s salary/expenses –the registration of the Parish Council as an employer with HMRC was noted and quarterly salary payments to the Clerk were approved (104 hours per annum @ £9.80 = £1019.20 pa) 
d. Playing field lease and rent - £5 per annum.  It was noted that the lease ends in 2011.  Ruth Goodall highlighted how important it was to have this.  She said that she had talked to Anne Prince Smith and was hopeful that the lease would be renewed.  Ruth agreed to follow this up.  It was noted that the cutting contract expires at the end of this season.  Ruth said that there were other possibilities for estimates.
e. Churchyard cutting – Clare Morton confirmed that the Parish Council had previously agreed not to fund this – it was requested that a formal proposal be made.   
f. Collection of allotment rents – Sue and John Staveley kindly agreed to collect.  The Clerk agreed to forward the details.
g. Request for funding from Wensum Diary – Anthony Thomas proposed that the Parish Council pay £100.  John Staveley seconded the proposal.  Responding to a query from John Wright the Chairman said that funding was being sought because collecting 20p had been difficult so the idea was to raise the cost of advertising.  David Gurney registered his support but suggested that this be part of a funding package from all relevant parishes.  Mollie Parkinson asked whether it was possible to see the accounts. Ruth Goodall said it would be useful to know what had changed.  It was agreed that the item be deterred pending the receipt of further information and agreement by other parishes with regard to their financial contribution.  
h. Payment for mole clearing – it was agreed that the Parish Council should reimburse Ruth Goodall with regard to the invoice received for £80.66 
i. Wensum Valley Trust Membership for 2011 - £25.00.  David Gurney confirmed that the parish had subscribed in previous years.  In response to a query from the Chairman regarding potential benefits to parishioners the Clerk agreed to check what the benefits might be. 
j. Norfolk Playing Fields Association – Membership £20 – It was agreed that the Clerk would forward the information to the village hall.
k. Norfolk Association of Local Councils PAYE training £20.00 – It was that the Parish Council would fund the PAYE training that the Clerk had attended 
l. Chairman’s expenses – It was agreed to pay Ruth Goodall £100 with regard to Chairman’s expenses for the previous financial year. 
m. Village Hall – the Parish noted the ring fence proposal for 2011-2012 of £2,000 which was in previous budget.
16. Open forum for items which parishioners wish to bring forward
No items noted.
17. Any other business
Anthony Thomas queried the results of the election Afternote:  formal notification finally received from Broadland District Council on 14th May with apologies for the delay – circulated and posted on Noticeboard.
Digital Switch Over – it was noted that the Rural Communities Council were looking for volunteers to be trained to assist people when the analogue signal is switched off – it was suggested that a note be included in the Wensum Diary.  
18. Date of next meeting – 11 July 2011
Mrs J Orford

Clerk to the Council
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