Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 12th November 2012 in the Hall for All, Weston Longville
PRESENT:

Anthony Thomas (Vice Chairman – in the Chair), Ruth Goodall, Lesley Graham, Mollie Parkinson, 
Leah Woodhouse (post co-option)

Other attendance: Jackie Orford (Clerk)
Anthony Thomas confirmed that it was an absolute privilege to Chair the first meeting in the new Hall for All.  He presented the Best in Broadland gold award received by the parish for its project work including the Hall for All, play area and Greener Weston.  Ruth Goodall confirmed that, in addition, Hall for All was a runner up in the EDP Pride in Norfolk awards for Community (under 1000) and Best Community Building.

1. Apologies for absence
Peter Ross (Chairman), John Staveley, PCSO Webb

2. Co-opted Member
The Vice Chairman welcomed Lesley Graham to the meeting.  It was noted that the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Declaration of Interests had been completed.

3. Members’ Declarations of interest
The Clerk said that the Norfolk Association of Local Councils has issued advice on which the Parish Council needed to act.  The Localism Act brought about changes to the Code of Conduct for Parish Councils. All councillors had to record their Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI) and councillors were not allowed to take part in a discussion involving a matter in which they had a DPI. One unfortunate and unforeseen problem with the changes was that because councillors live in the parish within which they serve the legal advice is that they have a DPI on the Parish Council’s budget as it relates to the council tax for their property which is listed on the register of interests.  The advised solution was for councillors to be granted a dispensation on the setting of the budget. The Clerk advised that as proper officer the Clerk could grant this as long as the Parish Council devolved to the Clerk the ability to do so.  This was proposed by Ruth Goodall and seconded by Mollie Parkinson and having been agreed by all the Clerk granted dispensations to all their councillors up to the date of the next election (May 2015). The required requests were completed in writing and it was agreed that the Clerk should forward forms to Peter Ross and John Staveley for their completion.  

4. Community Safety Manager
As Gemma Buck was not in attendance it was agreed that the Clerk would see whether Gemma could attend the next meeting.

5. Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th July 2012
The minutes were signed by the Chairman as an accurate record save for an amendment to the item regarding the Village Hall where it was noted that the Hall had not been returned to the control of the Parish Council. 
6. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
a. The Clerk confirmed that the request for a Tree Preservation Order had not been granted; the wreaths had been purchased and passed onto Peter Halls; no appeal had been lodged with regard to the traveller application
b. 4d parish plan – It was agreed that this should be considered further, focussing on particular issues and the Clerk agreed to place this on the agenda for the February 2013 meeting. 

7. Report from the Police Community Support Officer  
The Clerk confirmed that:
· For the period 1.7.12 to 23.10.12 there were 6 recorded crimes:  1 assault; 1 theft from a motor vehicle and 4 other thefts
· The next SNAP meeting would be held in December.  

· Police efforts had seen a continued reduction in burglaries to non-dwelling premises
· Calls to the Police regarding vehicles being driven in an inappropriate manner were being taken seriously

8. Co-option of a Parish Councillor
The Parish Council was grateful for submissions received.  Following voting Leah Woodhouse was co-opted onto the Parish Council and the appropriate forms were completed.  

9. Highways Issues
a. Update – The Clerk read an update from John Staveley who had confirmed that: a traffic census was taking place on Marl Hill; new signage had been put in place at Sayers Bends on the Weston Hall Road; John would be meeting with Highways next week to look at access from the Lyng Eastaugh Road; a volunteer had been recruited to help with another traffic survey; concerns about vehicles ignoring the width restrictions had been noted however the only solution was to press the constabulary into prosecutions.  Ruth Goodall highlighted the traffic census taking place on a number of different roads in the area and said that it was worth contacting Norfolk County Council to ascertain the reasons for this and to request access to the results.  It was noted that markers on Wood Lane suggested that the route might be being considered for widening for 2-way HGVs (as per the Link Road Plan) and the Clerk was asked to ascertain whether there was a timetable for that.  Cllr Joyce said that a meeting had recently been held at Hockering regarding the proposed scheme for widening the C167 and the markers did relate to the Link Road Scheme. Hockering PC are pressing for a roundabout at the end of Wood Lane. Cllr Joyce expressed the view that the plan to introduce 2 way HGV traffic would not be implemented whilst HGVs as a consequence were required to turn right at the Wood Lane / A47 junction.
b. Highways Rangers – The Clerk was requested to ask the Rangers carry out: the usual cutting of the Lyng Easthaugh triangle; to request works to improve the flooding on Wood Lane; to fill the hole by the Lyng Easthaugh junction; to improve the bank from the pub to crossroads (Marl Hill); to tidy the grass verges through the village which had become damaged as the result of being used for car parking.
10. Village Hall and Play area
a. Hall for All Management Committee Representative – It was agreed that Ruth Goodall would continue to be the Parish Council representative on the Committee.
b. Village Hall and Playing field – It was noted that an open day had been held on Sunday and there had been lots of interest from those who similarly wanted to build a new hall.

11. Greener Weston

a. Anthony Thomas updated the Parish Council.  He said that he had received daffodil bulbs and had personally purchased tulip bulbs. Volunteers were needed to help plant.  Ruth Goodall had attended the meeting arranged by the Norfolk Rural Community Council (NRCC) with regard to bulk buying.  It was noted that: the scheme required that a co-ordinator be appointed; the scheme had to be a NRCC member (£15.00); the co-ordinator would need to circulate information and invite others to become members.   Leah Woodhouse said that some members at Hockering had tried the scheme.  It was noted that the Wensum Diary could be used to seek support.   Leah volunteered to act as co-ordinator. It was noted that it may be useful for Leah to speak to Ros Finch in the first instance to find out what had been considered previously.   Ruth said that the Thinking Wisp (Broadband) scheme had also been considered at the NRCC meeting – details were available on the NRCC website.
12. To consider Planning issues
a. Consultation on Planning Applications – The Clerk outlined potential options i) that the parish be divided up into parcels which each councillor taking responsibility for a particular area ii) the Clerk collate an email distribution list so that those interested could be notified iii) the website be used as a means of providing updates. Lesley Graham confirmed that the District Council was only required to post notices in the immediate vicinity and that this process had not changed and indeed had been in use before widespread use of email.  Parishioners noted the work carried out by the Parish Council with regard to the wind turbine application and suggested that for other applications the Parish Council should provide greater publicity. David Gurney noted that the wind turbine applicant had chosen to consult with the community in advance of application.  Although the Parish Council held special meetings the timescales (particularly on appeal) had allowed for greater consultation.  It was noted that generally planning applications allowed only c3 weeks consultation.  Suggestions were sought as to how best to consult parishioners noting that some did not have access to email. The Clerk advised that the parishioner who had raised concern via email had been seeking personal contact.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should make an effort to place planning applications on the notice board and Mollie Parkinson agreed to post a notice prepared by the Clerk.  The reader could then decide what was significant.  It was agreed that the Clerk would place a note in the Wensum diary so parishioners were aware how planning applications would be publicised.  
b. Planning Applications/Enforcement – The Clerk read the list of applications actioned since the last meeting and said that the confidential list of enforcement matters was provided to the Parish Council. 

13. Correspondence/items actioned since last meeting
The information provided on the Clerk’s summary sheet was noted.

14. Correspondence/items to be actioned
a. There was no interest with regard to representation on the National Association of Local Councils Smaller Councils Committee.  
b. It was agreed to add the homewatch request for funding to the May agenda when requests for donations were usually considered.
c. The Parish Council noted that it now had a portable heater which could be loaned to those with a need.  Anyone interested should contact the Clerk. The Clerk agreed to check whether the heater needed to be PAT tested.  
 
15. Financial matters
a. The updated accounts were agreed for this financial year and the projected spend for the next financial year was noted.
b. The following payments were agreed: to John for hedge cutting;  to the CPRE for membership; to Ros for reimbursement of the bulbs; the playing field lease
c. The playing field cutting contract was considered and the quote accepted (including the quote for the play area).  The Clerk advised that Norse would be issuing a refund for the current financial year as the current area to be cut was now less due to the new Hall for All.  
16. Any other business
a. Pride in Norfolk – Ruth Goodall agreed to respond to the County Council invitation
b. Meeting with other Parish Councils – the Clerk confirmed that Peter Ross had arranged a meeting with the Chairs of Ringland, East Tudenham and Hockering Councils in January to see what areas of common interest exist and how limited resources might be best utilised to pursue these.  Matters arising from that meeting would be brought back to the respective Parish Councils before considering further. 

17. Date and venue of future meetings:
11 February 2013 – Hall for All, Weston Longville
Jackie Orford

Mrs J Orford - Clerk to the Council
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