Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 9th July 2012 in the Village Hall, Ringland
PRESENT:

Peter Ross (Chairman), Anthony Thomas (Vice Chairman), Mollie Parkinson, John Staveley
Other attendance: Jackie Orford (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Ruth Goodall, John Wright, Councillor James Joyce (Norfolk County Council)

2. Members’ Declarations of interest
Anthony Thomas declared a personal interest in Item 6 (Co-option of a Parish Councillor) 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th May 2012
The minutes were approved with the following amendments: at Item 1 (Election of Chairman) to read, ‘John Wright nominated John Staveley as Chairman.  John Staveley declined the nomination’.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman as an accurate record. 
4. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
a. US veterans visit – The Chairman confirmed that the visit had been reported in an article in the Wensum Diary.
b. Village SOS – The Clerk read the feedback provided by Ruth Goodall.  
c. Footpaths – Anthony Thomas said he had not yet seen those involved.  The Chairman had spoken to one rider who was aware that bikes had to be pushed to the location and that the privilege (to use the private land) could be withdrawn.  PCSO Webb said that it was good that riders were being given land to ride on but reminded the Parish Council of the conditions for legal use and advised that a Notice (Police Reform Act 2002 s59) could be issued warning people about the offences they were committing.  If offenders were caught again the bikes could be impounded.  Anthony Thomas said he would try to speak to one of the users again.  Another landowner’s problems were noted with potential use from riders living outside the parish.  
d. Parish Plan – with regard to the potential production of a neighbourhood plan the Chairman asked that the Clerk first ascertain what input might be required from the parish into the District Plan being produced.  It might be possible for the existing parish plan to be submitted on the understanding it would be refreshed at a later date reworked.
e. Planning application 20111496 – The Parish Council were keen for the District Council to develop a proper strategy with regard to Traveller sites and it was noted that Councillor Simon Woodbridge would try to organise a meeting with Councillor Proctor, Peter Ross, Ruth Goodall and David Reger.  The Clerk agreed to send Peter Ross and Ruth Goodall the latest Rural Services Bulletin regarding monies available to local authorities for traveller sites.

5. Report from the Police Community Support Officer  
PCSO Webb confirmed that:
· For the period 1.4.12 to 30.6.12 there were 17 calls, 1 recorded crime, and 5 road traffic accidents.  With regard to the latter the Chairman highlighted the Parish Council desire to identify 3 priority areas.  It was noted that all calls to the Police were recorded regardless of whether they attended an accident site (but obviously there was no Police record of unreported accidents).  
· The next SNAP meeting would be held in September.  In addition the Police had been holding surgeries and would continue to do so.    

· Five churches had been subject to theft e.g. wall safes
· If there is illegal use of the highway by motocyclists priority action can be requested via the SNAP meetings or calls can be made to the Police as and when the incidents occurred.  

6. Co-option Policy and Co-option of a Parish Councillor
The Clerk confirmed that there was a necessity for a policy although the circulated draft was more complex than was required.  Amendments were therefore proposed and agreed.

Post voting Lesley Graham was co-opted onto the Parish Council with probable portfolios in youth and planning.  The Parish Council were grateful for all submissions received and thanked Leah Woodhouse for attending and for expressing a continued interest in matters regarding sustainability, youth and community events.  The Clerk agreed to add Leah to the circulation list.  


7. Code of Conduct
The revised Code of Conduct was agreed. 
a. Members’ declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests were received.  The Clerk confirmed that as well as providing these to Broadland District Council, details should appear on the website although the required format was being considered.

8. Highways Issues
a. Update – John Staveley raised concern about the discussions at the previous meeting where it had been suggested that the Parish Council should not continually raise matters with Highways.  He said continued reinforcement of the parish concerns was a necessity.  Further, he had contacted Highways again and the bend on Weston Hall Road would be now be considered.  Highways have agreed to allocate some monies for improvements and will mark the road more obviously and install signs with yellow backgrounds to make the danger more apparent.  The Parish Council thanked John for his work particularly in dealing with this.  John advised that there was little point in conducting a survey at this moment in time due to the temporary road closure.  He confirmed that the change in priority on Wood Lane has made a noticeable difference on traffic levels through Weston Green.  Further consideration perhaps should be given either for a restriction (on traffic from the A1067) or a very positive width restriction.  
b. Highways Rangers – John Staveley agreed to ask whether Highways could make any improvements to the triangle on the Lyng Easthaugh Road/junction with Weston Hall Road to make it safer.  The Clerk was requested to ask the Rangers to strim this again, and also strim the triangle at Weston Green and round the hedges on Wood Lane at the new priority junction.  Additionally to cut back undergrowth at Woodyard corner.  

9. Village Hall and Play area
a. Village Hall and Playing field – the Clerk read the report from Ruth Goodall and it was agreed that the construction of the new hall was progressing well and it was looking splendid.  The request for an annual contribution of £500 was considered.  It was noted that the £2,000 per annum previously allocated was set aside for a very specific purpose because the hall was previously the responsibility of the Parish Council and needed significant work.  The monies had not been for general use.  It was agreed that, as in the past and with other organisations, a request could be made for specific items and this would be considered favourably.  

10. Greener Weston

a. Anthony Thomas updated the Parish Council.  He said that Greener Weston would like to use some of the set aside monies for further planting.  He would carry out spraying so that the bare areas could be better utilised.  Additionally Greener Weston wished to make an appeal via the Wensum Diary for villagers to come forward and assist – those interested should contact Anthony.  A big tidy up was planned for September.  Footpaths were growing beyond recognition and landowners needed to cut them.  
11. To consider Planning issues
a. Planning Application 20120941 – there were no objections to the Variation to Condition 2 of Planning Permission Ref: 201201359 (Revised Layout Plan) nor to the proposed removal of Condition 6 ('No-Dig' Driveway Construction)
b. Enforcement Issue Paddy’s Lane – the Clerk agreed to query the position with Broadland as there had been no apparent progress for 12 months.

12. Correspondence/items actioned since last meeting
The information provided on the Clerk’s summary sheet was noted.

13. Correspondence/items to be actioned
There were no items to be actioned.

14. Financial matters
a. The updated accounts were agreed.
b. It was agreed to continue the precept at £4500 for the financial year 2013-2014 to be reviewed again in July 2013.  
c. Payment of forthcoming accounts was agreed in principle.
d. It was agreed to make a donation to the Woodland Trust of £20.00; a donation to the Royal British Legion for parish wreaths at £40 – the Clerk agreed to check details of payees.

15. Any other business
a. Tree Preservation Orders for trees around the airfield – The Chairman confirmed that many were planted c25 years ago to shield the turkey farm business.  Due to potential future development plans (the proposed wind turbines and possible other development) a tree preservation order would preserve them for future generations.  It was noted that, if an order was granted, works to individual trees would need the permission of the District Council.  It was agreed to support a request which owners and others could then object to if they wished whilst parishioners who supported the proposal could also make their views known.   The District Council would then review the application and make a final decision.  
b. Fence around the war memorial – John Staveley said that the stolen segment of chain was still missing.  It was agreed that John should seek estimates for each element of the proposed restoration to consider as an agenda item in November.  
c. Jubilee weekend – It was agreed that the Clerk on behalf of the Council should formally thank all those involved particularly Clare Morton, Sara Read, Helen Rutterford and Judie Churcher.  The Chairman particularly congratulated Anthony Thomas and thanked him for his contribution.
d. Weston Green Road – Anthony Thomas proposed a street naming division for Weston Green Road e.g. North/South or East/West to reduce confusion.   The Clerk agreed to query with the street naming team at Broadland District Council. 
e. SNAP meeting in September – Leah Woodhouse kindly agreed to represent the parish at the next meeting. 

16. Date and venue of future meetings:
12 November 2012 – Weston Longville Village Hall 
11 February 2013 – Weston Longville Village Hall 
Jackie Orford

Mrs J Orford - Clerk to the Council

July 2012
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