Minutes of the meeting of Weston Longville Parish Council 

Held at 7.30 pm on Monday 11th February 2013 in the Hall for All, Weston Longville
PRESENT:

Peter Ross (Chairman), Ruth Goodall, Mollie Parkinson, John Staveley, Leah Woodhouse
Other attendance: Jackie Orford (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were accepted from Anthony Thomas (Vice Chairman), Lesley Graham

2. Members’ Declarations of interest
As Trustees of the Hall for All, Ruth Goodall and Leah Woodhouse declared an interest in item 18c 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th November 2012
The minutes were signed by the Chairman as an accurate record. 
4. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda
a. Oil bulk buying – Leah Woodhouse said that she had written an article for the Wensum Diary.  This had not been published as yet but it was hoped this would appear in the March issue.  Leah would liaise with Ros Finch.  

5. Report from the Police Community Support Officer  
The Clerk read the report and it was noted that there had been:
· 4 reported crimes for the period

· 1 road traffic collision (damage only) again close to the Dinosaur Park

· A drop in crime across Norfolk generally


The next SNAP meeting was scheduled for 13th March at 7pm and any issues should be registered with Leah Woodhouse.  
6. To consider the Parish Clerk’s position
The Clerk’s resignation was noted and the Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked the Clerk for her contribution.  Ruth Goodall explained that previously, during recruitment in 2011, a number of the matters had been taken into account for example:  the required number of meetings; voluntary or PAYE and whether Councillors could take on additional responsibilities.  It was noted that an increase in the Clerk’s hours to 4 per week would equate to 208 hours per annum and increase the costs from c£1500 to c£2000 + mileage etc.  A range of solutions was discussed and it was resolved that the Clerk’s role should increase to 4 hours per week with the Parish Council meeting 5 times per year.  It was agreed that Leah Woodhouse and Mollie Parkinson would interview candidates and that advertisements should be placed via the Norfolk Association of Local Councils; Website; Broadland District Council; local parish magazines.  Afternote:  print deadlines for some magazines mean the advertisement would only appear post closing date and therefore these have not been processed. The agreed interview date was rescheduled.

7. Inter-parish collaboration and co-operation
Peter Ross said that he had organised a meeting of local Parish Chairs with the aim of identifying common concerns and issues so that all operate more effectively and speak with a greater voice.  The group discussed visions and values and noted 3 principle common issues:  planning, (for major ones that would impact on values and visions it was agreed that the parish clerks should exchange information); traffic (it was agreed that various parties would have separate meetings and equipment might be shared); community engagement/youth (it was agreed that the group needed to consider how to attract young families examining what could be done to ensure youth have facilities).  The group agreed that it was useful to meet again and any ideas would be brought to the respective parish councils to seek agreement and endorsement.  Peter said that he was happy to circulate his report and the parish council agreed in principle that the work should continue. 

8. Parish Plan
The Plan was produced in June 2009 and has been the basis for all work since.  However it was agreed that it was worth revisiting some of the hard issues and Ruth Goodall suggested that work might start in Autumn 2013.  Localism and the link with neighbourhood plans were discussed.  It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Broadland regarding potential contribution towards the wider district plan. 

9. Highways Issues
a. Update – John Stavely said that he had attended a meeting at Hockering relating to the closure of Wood Lane.  To reduce traffic through Weston Longville, Norfolk County Council agreed to erect signs at the bottom of Marl Hill to warn motorists there would be no direct access to the A47 during the period of closure.   The future works and junction adequacy were considered.  It was noted that the County Council had suggested the Parish should put forward suggestions and it was agreed that John would collate these.  Particular concerns highlighted were:  vehicles turning westbound onto A47; space for northbound vehicles coming off the A47; use of Stone Road; speed of traffic on A47; necessity for improved signage (Councillor Joyce highlighted the current pressures to reduce signage).  Due to the level of concern it was agreed that John should organise a public meeting about traffic issues prior to arranging a meeting with Paul Donnachie at the County Council.  

Gritting – concerns had been raised and the County Council’s policy noted.  It was agreed that the necessity for gritting should be considered at the public meeting so that this could be taken up as a related issue.  

b. Highways Rangers – It was agreed that the Rangers should be asked to:  carry out trimming at Woodyard corner and at the triangle of the junction on the Lyng Easthaugh road; make repairs to pothole down Rectory Road on junction to Hungate; make repairs to pothole adjacent to triangle on entrance to Lyng Easthaugh Road; make repairs to pothole on Weston Hall Road just as you get to junction with Lenwade.  
10. Village Hall and Play area
a. Update – Ruth Goodall confirmed that it had been a busy three months and the team were still learning about the building and working through a snagging list.  David Gurney’s airfield talk had been a success and sell-out.

11. Greener Weston

a. Update – It was noted that planting had taken place around the village hall area and at the end of Rectory Road.
b. Footpath from Morton Lane to Lenwade – the idea was to approach landowners to create a footpath which would be particularly beneficial with the development of the route as a B road.  Maria Cohu had confirmed she would be happy to assist.  It was agreed that Anthony Thomas should be asked to take the lead.
c. Permissive Footpath – Lady Ann had agreed and all the notices were under control.  At this point it was unclear whether there would be any flattening of the bank.  The only outstanding issue was where the route would cross Ringland Lane.  



12. To consider Planning issues
a. Planning Applications – there had been none since the last meeting.  It was noted that the new roadway at Merryhill had been part of the recent planning application.

13. Wensum Diary – It was noted that a summary of the minutes had usually appeared in the Diary.  The Clerk noted that she had missed the entry for the November meeting and it was agreed that, as a way forward, Parish Councillors would take turns and Mollie Parkinson agreed to produce the first one.  

14. Community Safety
A message from Gemma Ann Buck, Community Safety Manager, Broadland District Council was noted.

15. Community benefits from solar and wind installations
Ruth Goodall highlighted the potential for community benefits and queried whether the parish should be considering these for example from the wind turbine and photovoltaic farm.  The Chairman queried the possibility of tensions arising from the fact that some parishioners would suffer considerably more than others in terms of loss of property values and visual amenity and this could affect relationships with other parishes when it came to distributing the money and therefore that this did not necessarily help community cohesion.  The Parish Council took a vote and by 3 votes to 2 it was agreed that Ruth take the lead and make enquiries.


16. Correspondence/items actioned since last meeting
The information provided on the Clerk’s summary sheet was noted.

17. Correspondence/items to be actioned
a. Norfolk Police had contacted the Parish Council to confirm that monies were available for projects in the Reepham area.  They had enquired whether Weston Longville would like to be considered for solar lighting at the village hall.  Potential interference was noted but it was agreed that, in the first instance, the parish would like to progress to the voting stage and, if successful and lighting was considered unsuitable the matter would not be progressed.
b. Playing field – a request for a bin had been received and it was agreed that, in the first instance, a note should be placed in the Wensum Diary reminding dog owners of their responsibilities.  

18. Financial matters
a. The updated accounts were agreed for this financial year and the projected spend for the next financial year was noted.  The Clerk expressed thanks to Sue Staveley for collecting the allotment rents.  Ruth Goodall asked that Mollie add to the Wensum Diary a reminder about the benefits of recycling credits (with regard to wine bottles).
b. Payment of future invoices was agreed including: internal audit fees, Clerk’s salary and tax.  The Chairman said that he would not be submitting a request for expenses.  It was noted that Gary Cannell was kindly dealing with mole clearance at no cost to the Parish Council.  John Hurst agreed to forward an invoice for hedge cutting.  
c. Ruth Goodall introduced the application to the Parish Council from the Trustees of Hall for All.  The Trustees sought an annual contribution of £500 per annum towards the Hall for All’s desired reserve fund of £10,000 to deal with maintenance and replacements which would be necessary some years down the line.  The bid was accompanied by a forecast of income and expenditure for 2013 which showed a projected operating surplus of some £1000.  The Parish Council agreed that the hall was a tremendous asset to the parish and the community and noted the hard work and goodwill of volunteers.  The request was considered in detail and the Parish Council noted the views of parishioners both for and against the proposal.  However, there was some concern about the Parish Council committing to a fixed annual contribution and the existing policy for donations was taken into account (whereby the Parish Council had agreed to consider requests at its May meeting each year unless in extraordinary circumstances when there is a special need at another time).  As a way forward, one suggestion was that the Parish Council contribute to the Hall funds by way of paying the Hall for services (such as hire fees (c£120 per year) and for the start-up of specific activities – like the proposed youth group. However, after further debate a motion was put forward by John Staveley, seconded by Mollie Parkinson, that the Parish Council makes a one off donation of £500 to the Hall to help the Hall through its first full financial year - 2013/14.    
19. Date and venue of future meetings:
Monday 13th May
Monday 8th July
Monday 9th September 
Monday 11th November
Jackie Orford

Mrs J Orford - Clerk to the Council
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